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James Andreoni is a Professor in the Economics Department of
the University of California, San Diego where he directs the EconLab. His 
research focuses on behavioral economics, experimental economics, and 
public economics. He is well known for his research on altruism, and in 
particular for coining the term “warm-glow giving” to describe personal gains 
from altruistic acts. Andreoni’s research uses a mixture of economic theory, 
experiments, and standard analysis of survey data to explore a variety of 
topics including moral decision making, time preferences, charitable giving 
and altruistic decisions. His research has been described as expanding “our 
understanding of donors and charities and our broader understanding of 
public goods and expenditures.” He was the co-editor of the Journal of Public 
Economics, as well as an associate editor for the American Economic Review 
and Econometrica.

John Glier is the Chief Executive Officer of Grenzebach, Glier,
and Associates, a global consulting firm in philanthropic management 
headquartered in Chicago and London. Mr. Glier joined GG+A in 1981, and 
has served as its Chief Executive for more than 25 years. He is recognized 
internationally for providing strategic direction and philanthropic counsel 
to many leading universities, academic healthcare institutions, cultural 
and human service organizations, and as an advisor to some of the largest 
fundraising campaigns in higher education. He has worked with the staff of 
well over 200 nonprofits and with a wide range of voluntary leaders, noted 
philanthropists, and Board leaders of distinguished institutions in North 
America, Europe, Asia, and Australia.

Abigail Marsh is an Associate Professor in the Department of 
Psychology and the Interdisciplinary Neuroscience Program at Georgetown 
University. Prof. Marsh directs the Laboratory on Social & Affective 
Neuroscience, research which is aimed at addressing questions that include: 
How do people understand what others think and feel? What drives us to 
help other people? What prevents us from harming them? Current research 
projects include behavioral and brain imaging investigations of altruism 
among living altruistic kidney donors and stem cell donors, and behavioral 
and brain imaging investigations of the roots of conduct problems in children 
and adolescents. Her research has been funded by the National Institutes 
of Health, the National Science Foundation, and the John Templeton 
Foundation. She has received awards that include the Wyatt Memorial Award 
for translational research from the National Institute of Mental Health and the 
Cozzarelli Prize for scientific excellence and originality from the Proceedings 
of the National Academy of Sciences.
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The Science of Philanthropy Initiative (SPI) is a research and outreach project that utilizes rigorous quantitative 
methods and partnerships with the philanthropic community to explore the motivations behind charitable giving. 

Originally funded by a generous grant from the John Templeton Foundation, and now funded by the Hartsook Chair 
at the Lilly Family School of Philanthropy at Indiana University, the overarching goal of SPI is to develop a deeper 
understanding of the types of social preferences that shape philanthropic giving and to apply this knowledge to 
both practitioners and policymakers interested in philanthropy and the private provision of public goods. 

The goal of SPI is to add rigorous economics via innovative use of field experiments to the study of philanthropy, 
thereby contributing to the evolution of a science of philanthropy. Our research will deepen understanding of 
types of preferences that shape giving (preferences that include altruism, reciprocity, inequity aversion, warm-glow 
giving, cooperation, generosity). This knowledge will be applied to inform practitioners/policymakers interested 
in philanthropy. The research will have enduring impact, fundamentally changing how philanthropic organizations 
interact with donors. We will develop empirically validated tools that organizations can use to increase giving and 
improve solicitation efficiency, resulting in more overall giving.

Mark Wilhelm
Indiana University Lilly Family

School of Philanthropy
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Connect with us: @IUPhilanthropy @spihub @UChi_Economics @HartsookTips @CBScph

#SPI2019
SCIENCE OF PHILANTHROPY INITIATIVE

Philanthropy Innovations Conference
September 11-12, 2019

Saieh Hall for Economics

Keynote Speakers

James Andreoni
University of California

at San Diego

Abigail Marsh
Georgetown University

Questions? Contact the conference administrator
Jamie Phillips - phillipj@uchicago.edu

Wi-Fi Guest Account Instructions

Please pick up a UChicago Guest WiFi sheet at the Registration Desk. It contains login 
instructions and a unique username and password combination that will provide WiFi 
access on campus for the duration of the conference. If you need further assistance 

connecting, please contact UChicago IT Services at the number/email listed on your Guest 
WiFi sheet.

Quick Link: tinyurl.com/AFE2019

John Glier
Grenzebach, Glier and 

Associates
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